The City of New York
Department of Sanitation

Kathryn Garcia, Commissioner

Hearing on Intro No. 409 (A Local Law to amend the administrative
code of the city of New York, in relation to regulating publicly
accessible collection bins)

New York City Council Committee on Sanitation

Friday, September 19, 2014
10:00 A.M.
Brooklyn Borough Hall

Good morning Chair Reynoso and members of the Committee on
Sanitation. I am Kathryn Garcia, Commissioner for the New York City
Department of Sanitation. Thank you for holding this hearing on Intro No. 409.

- The goal of this bill is to stop the proliferation of unlawfully placed clothing bins
throughout the City which are negatively impacting the quality of life in
communities in all five boroughs.

. Before I begin, I would like to thank Speaker Mark-Viverito, Chair
Reynoso, and all of the sponsors of Intro No. 409 for working collaboratively with
the Administration to remedy the increasing problem of companies utilizing public
spaces without permission to place their clothing bins, and to aid the Department in
our mission to maintain public street and sidewalk cleanliness throughout New
York City. Hlegally placed clothing bins are a challenge across the region, and I
am proud to see NYC take a leadership role on addressing this unsightly condition.
We appreciate the opportunity this morning to testify on Intro No. 409 which is a
top legislative priority for the Department, and one that I am proud to support.



By way of background, in 2007, the City Council enacted Local Law 31
authorizing the Department to regulate publicly accessible collection bins. Before
the enactment of Local Law 31 — and similar to the growing problem today — bin
owners were using public and private spaces without permission to place oversized
bins to collect clothes and related items from the public with the intent of selling
these goods. Unlawfully-placed collection bins are very problematic. They are
magnets for graffiti and trash, and they are obstructions that impede the flow of
pedestrian traffic on public sidewalks.

Currently, Local Law 31 prohibits the placement of bins on City property,
including sidewalks and roadways. It authorizes the Department to remove any
unlawfully-placed bin 30 days after Department field officers have affixed a notice
to the bin and have mailed the notice to the bin owner, if the owner’s identity can
be ascertained. Local Law 31 also allows collection bins to be placed on private
property if the private property owner has given written permission to the clothing
bin owner.

The law does not contain any penalty provisions because, at the time Local
Law 31 was enacted, it was believed that providing notice of the illegal placement
of a bin and, in some cases, removal of the bin would be a sufficient deterrent to
this unlawful activity. This is no longer true today. Local Law 31 is not acting as
a deterrent to the unlawful placement of bins on public property, as bin owners
have successfully exploited loopholes in the current law. Most bin owners do
remove their bin within 30 days after the Department has tagged the bin and has
placed the owner on notice of the bin’s illegal placement. However, many bin
owners now simply move the bin to a new location, sometimes right down the
block, on the 29" day after the Department has tagged their bin, which restarts the
30-day notice provision. Bin owners are even resorting to painting over the
Department’s notices that are affixed to the bin to make it appear that the bin is
newly placed in order to try to restart the 30-day clock. In short, bin owners have
found ways to make the current law completely ineffective and a waste of the
Department’s resources. This egregious, revolving door practice by unscrupulous
bin owners must cease, and recent Department data I will share this morning
underscores the growing, immediate problem.

After the current law was enacted in 2007, the Department initially saw a
substantial decrease in the number of bins illegally placed on public property
throughout the city, only to witness the number of illegal bins rise dramatically in



the last two Fiscal Years. In the year following the enactment of Local Law 31,
the Department only identified 56 bins for removal from public spaces, far fewer
than the 1,194 bins tagged during FY2008. Beginning in FY2013, the number of
illegally placed clothing bins throughout the City began to increase dramatically.
In FY 2012, the Department tagged 97 bins. By contrast, in FY 2013, the
Department tagged 593 bins, and during FY 2014, the number of bins tagged by
the Department increased to a whopping 2,093 — an increase of 2,100%. In only
the first 2%2 months of FY 15 the Department has tagged 1,049 bins.

The dramatic increase in numbers highlights the fact that the current law is
no longer effective in deterring bin owners from illegally depositing their bins on
City property. Exacerbating this illegal activity, bin owners are also resorting to
bolting bins directly into the public sidewalk and attaching bins to buildings or
public sidewalks using wire or metal fencing. The photographs we have set up for
your viewing this morning illustrate the new innovative ways these companies use
to prevent or delay the Department from removing these illegally placed bins. We
are also working closely with the City’s Department of Transportation to assist the
Department in addressing these situations and avoid damage to City property.

Since the recent increase in the unlawful placement of publicly accessible
collection bins throughout the city, the Department has received numerous
complaints from elected officials, community boards, business improvement
districts, businesses and residents. We’ve also received several media inquiries
based on complaints submitted by the public. Simply put, the current law no
longer deters bin owners from violating the law, and the amendments set forth
under Intro No 409 will remedy this growing quality-of-life problem in
neighborhoods across the City.

The Department fully supports Intro No. 409 as it will allow the Department
to immediately remove a publicly accessible collection bin that is placed anywhere
on City-owned property. If the owner’s name and address legibly appears on the
bin as required under the law, the Department will provide notice to the owner, by
certified mail with return receipt, that the Department has removed the bin and that
the owner may claim the bin through procedures that will be established by rule
pursuant to the City’s Administrative Procedure Act. Intro No. 409 also
establishes a civil penalty of $250 for the first offense, and $500 for each
subsequent offense within an 18-month period. Additionally, we recommend that
the bill be amended by doubling the initial fine to $500 whenever a bin is bolted to
public property or encased in a fence. Each such bin placed on public property is



deemed a separate violation for purposes of enforcement, and all summonses will
be returnable to the New York City Environmental Control Board.

An owner who seeks to claim a bin removed by the Department will be
required to pay any penalties imposed, along with the Department’s costs for
removing and storing the bin, unless after adjudication by the Environmental
Control Board, the owner is found not liable. If an owner does not claim his or her
bin within 30 days, the Department will be authorized to recycle the bin and its
contents. :

This bill also holds both the owner of a publicly accessible collection bin
that is on private property, and the owner of the private property in which the bin is
located, responsible for maintaining the bin in a clean and neat condition.
Additionally, all owners of publicly accessible collection bins placed on private
property will be required to register with the Department and will be responsible
for submitting an annual report to the Department that identifies, by weight, each
type of material collected during the reporting period. Failure to do so will result
in the issuance of a violation returnable to the Environmental Control Board that
may result in the imposition of a civil penalty of $50 for the first offense and $100
for each subsequent offense within an 18-month period.

The Department recognizes that there are many organizations collecting
textiles and used clothing donations through the use of publicly-accessible clothing
bins placed on private property with permission from the owner in accordance with
existing law. This bill is not aimed at them. Used clothing and textiles comprise
approximately 5.5% of the residential waste stream, and diverting textiles that can
be resold, reused, or recycled is an important part of our goal to extract valuable
resources from the waste stream. However, this goal must be accomplished
through an efficient and legitimate infrastructure. Since 2010, the Department has
partnered with Housing Works, a local charitable organization, to offer the re-
fashioNYC Program to buildings with ten or more residential units. This program
provides convenient donation bins inside of apartment buildings for residents to
donate used clothing, shoes, and other textiles. To date, that program is in nearly
500 buildings and has collected 3 million pounds of textiles, and we continue to
expand the program to more and more buildings. And through our support of
ReuseNYC, a member-based association of 30 not-for-profits, the Department
encourages organizations to establish legitimate programs to collect and reuse
unwanted clothing, household goods, fumiturc, and other products.



We believe that the measures outlined in Intro No. 409 under consideration
by the Sanitation Committee today will help stop the unlawful practice of placing
bins on the City’s curbs, sidewalks and roadways, and the bill sends a clear,
unequivocal message that this assault on our neighborhoods must stop.

My staff and I look forward to working closely with this Committee to
finalize this important legislation, and we’re happy to answer any questions you
have. :
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Good morning.

I want to begin by thanking New York City Council Speaker, Melissa
Mark-Viverito and the Chair of the Sanitation Committee, Antonio Reynoso
for highlighting this important issue. I also want to thank the other members
of the New York City Council present here today as well as my fellow
Brooklynites who have come in support of Int. 0409-2014.

I am Deputy Brooklyn Borough President Diana Reyna, and on behalf of
Brooklyn Borough President Eric L. Adams, I am here to express the
office’s strong support to amend the administrative code of the city of New
York, in relation to regulating publicly accessible collection bins,

As representatives of 2.6 million people across Brooklyn, our office has
received many complaints from constituents and Community Boards to
Business Improvement Districts as well as small businesses they represent
that collection bins do not belong on public sidewalks. They are unsightly,
block access, and attract trash and graffiti.

Currently, it is illegal to place bins on sidewalks. Local Law 31 of 2007
regulated the removal of illegally placed publicly accessible collection bins
and authorizes Department of Sanitation to remove any bin placed on City
property 30 days after the Department has affixed a notice to the bin.

While most bin owners remove their bins within 30 days of receiving
notice, DSNY has observed that bins are often moved on the 29™ day and
are put in another location on City property. Int. 0409-2014 would allow
DSNY to immediately remove a collection bin placed on City property, or
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property maintained by the City, or on any public sidewalk or roadway; and
closing the 30-day grace period loophole that currently exists.

The bill establishes a civil penalty of $250 for the first offense and $500 for
each subsequent offense. An owner who seeks to claim a bin that has been
removed by DSNY will be required to pay any penalties imposed and the
costs of removal and storage. If the owner does not claim his or her bin
within 30 days, the Department will be authorized to dispose of it.

From Greenpoint to East New York and Bay Ridge to Brownsville these
illegal bins have proliferated private and public properties to the dismay of
residents. The Brooklyn Borough President, Eric L. Adams and I call on
the New York City Council to strengthen Local Law 31 by passing Int.
0409-2014.

A bin illegally placed on the sidewalk should be removed immediately, and
this legislation will ensure that.

HHHEHH
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Good morning Chairman Reynoso, Speaker Mark-Viverito and members of the
committee. My name is Elliot Groman and I am the Chief Operation Officer of
SpinGreen LLC. My spouse, Polina, who is the Founder and CEO, unfortunately has a
case of strep throat and is unable to appear before you today.

SpinGreen is a green social enterprise that collects and recycles post-consumer textiles to
keep them out of landfills. We have been in business for just over 2 years and have
around 600 collection bins at locations throughout the New York/New Jersey Metro area,
having collected and recycled over 4 million pounds of textiles.

Over that time, we have partnered with several non-profits including Gay Men's Health
Crisis, American Diabetes Foundation, Boys & Girls Club, and the American Red Cross.
‘What we do is give a percentage of the proceeds that come from the textiles in their
collection bins back to the organization. We have also hosted clothing drives where we
have taken many of the wearable textiles that get submitted into our bins and rather than
recycle their materials, we set the clothing aside and give them away to the less fortunate.
All in all, we have dozens of community partners that we work with.

The main focus of our business is simple; we want to decrease the amount of recyclable
textiles that get put into our landfills every year. Currently, New York City’s recycling
rate is an abysmal 15% compared to a national average of 35%. Both Los Angeles and
Chicago are up near 45%. If New York City recycled at the same rate as Los Angeles, the
City would save $93 million annually in disposal costs. The mission of SpinGreen is to
affect real change in our city's recycling efforts by expanding opportunities for ways we
recycle, and developing community partnerships that provide incentives to increase
participation in better recycling practices.

I am here today to express our support for Intro 409 but to state that the legislation does
not go far enough. Over the past year, we have seen the proliferation of illegal collection
bins that has spurred public outrage. We are outraged too. These illegal bins and the
people who placed them illegally have hurt the image of our industry and the quality of
life for the residents of our city. SpinGreen operates at the highest standards and would
welcome additional rules and regulations that would make our industry better.

SpinGreen proposes the following nine rules and regulations that we believe will make
our industry better, more efficient, productive and socially responsible. One: create a fee-
based registration with the department of sanitation. Vendors would have a permit or
vendor number that would allow them to operate legally. Two: develop a textile recycling
vendors directory where anyone can look up officially licensed and registered companies.



Three: require that cach company provide company information on all collection bins so
that anyone can contact the vendor and report any issues. Four: conduct a 2 to 5 year
financial and personal background check as part of registration similar to what we
currently have in the carting industry and overseen by the Business Integrity
Commission. Five: require that liability insurance must be purchased on each collection
bin. Six: require that workers comp/disability must be purchased by every vendor. Seven:
outlaw wooden collection bins, as they are a fire hazard. Eight: should a collection bin
get stickered for improper placement, require removal within 7 days instead of 30 days,
as the law currently states. And last, set up annual or biannual reporting, where each
vendor supplies a list of collection bin locations. This gives the City of New York the
ability to know where collection bins are being placed and which collection bins are
illegal.

Additionally, we believe that there is a real opportunity to save the city money by
reducing our disposal tonnage, educate the public about the benefits of recycling to get
our recycling rates up closer to Los Angeles and Chicago, and provide monetary
incentives to organizations for recycling. An opportunity for a Public-Private Partnership
with various municipal entities could save the City millions, creating a revenue sharing
stream, which will in turn provide resources for the myriad of programs that strive to
serve the residents of our great City, such as after school programs, senior programs and
repairs to our parks and playgrounds.

However, as it currently stands, the law does not allow for our industry to participate in
such partnerships. The law explicitly says {quote} “No publicly accessible collection bin
may be placed on any city property, or property maintained by the city, or on any public
sidewalk or roadway.” We believe that the law should be amended to aliow for public-
private partnerships as long as there is authorization.

In closing, we look forward to actively working with the Council, the City Department of
Sanitation, and our partners in the industry to implement a measurable system that
provides reassurances to the public about the collection bin business, gives the City of
New York greater oversight and enforcement powers, and better regulates an industry
that currently has minimal regulations. Intro 409 is a good piece of legislation but it does
not go far enough to protect the public from those looking to take advantage of the
system. I commend this body for your vision to seize many opportunities that our
industry offers; support the legitimate collection bin operators while sharing the benefits;
create new good paying jobs and improve our city with long term sustainability efforts. It
is our hope that the Council’s leadership will consider our suggestions and make this
piece of legislation even better.

Once again, I thank you for the opportunity to speak today.
Elliot Groman

COO0
SpinGreen LLC
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WHY THE CITY MUST ACT AGAINST COLLECTION BINS

Good morning. My name is Josef Szende, and I am the Executive Director for the Atlantic
Avenue Business Improvement District (AABID) in Brooklyn. I am the Chair of the New York
City BID Association Clothing Bin working group that has been working on this issue for the
better part of this year. [ would like to thank, Mayor De Blasio, Sanitation Commissioner Garcia,
Speaker Mark-Viverito, Chair Reynoso, the entire Sanitation Committee and the entire City
Council for the opportunity to testify today.

The scourge of collection bins has been an unnecessary and tiresome blight on the
neighborhoods of New York City. From Boerum Hill to Bayside, from Sunset Park to
Sunnyside, from East Flatbush to East Harlem.

Everyone talks about the same issues: bins are dropped in the middle of the night without any
other communication; they are large and ugly - blocking the sidewalk and detracting from the
beauty of our neighborhoods; and there is no regulation as to what can be deposited and how
often the contents get collected.

For Atlantic Avenue, my district, this all started with a big pink bin at the corner of Bond Street
and Atlantic Avenue this past Spring. The owner of Jesse's deli told me that this bin was placed
in front of his bodega without permission and that the company who placed it there was
unresponsive to his calls to have it removed.

Then I called the Sanitation Department. They said they were bound by a local law that requires
them to wait 30 days to remove the bins.

The current law does not aliow the Department of Sanitation to address and remedy the current
sitnation. We are supportive of the proposed changes to the law as a way to enable the agency to
respond effectively and remove illegal, ill-maintained, and unsightly bins.

This is a big issue for BIDs. We spend a lot of time and money cleaning the streets, removing
graffiti, making neighborhoods look beautiful and inviting. A lot of that work gets undone by
these bins that are really hurting neighborhoods all over the City.

But it's not only BIDs and small businesses that are hurt by these bins. Residents don't want them
blighting the neighborhood. We look ugly and backward in the eyes of tourists and visitors if
they see them all over the City.

Long story short: let's get rid of these bins and help property owners, small business people,
residents, and neighborhoods make the City a cleaner, more beautiful, and livable place.

ATLANTIC AVE BID
340 Atlantic Ave - Brooklyn, NY 11201 - P 718-734-4219 - E info@atlanticavebid.org

atlanticavebid.org + € FACEBOOK/AtanticAveBID + € TWITTER/AtlanticBID
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Intro 409 — Council Member Antonio Reynoso, Chair

September 19, 2014

Good Moring, my name is Marie Torniali, and I am the Executive
Director of the Central Astoria Local Development Coalition. The
Central Astoria LDC represents the interests of four commercial
districts: Steinway Street, Broadway, 30" Avenue and 36" Avenue in
Astoria/Long Island City as well as the area’s residents. Today, I am
here to support Intro 409.

The clothing bins have become an eyesore in the neighborhood with
lack of maintenance including latches left wide open, clothes
overflowing, attracting garbage and dumping , and graffiti ridden.
This, in turn, makes a perfect breeding place for vermin. The bins,
taking up valuable sidewalk space, also pose a safety hazard to
pedestrians and the disabled in already cluttered streets, and to
children who can climb in and be trapped within. Further, the bins are
another example of visual pollution on our streets. Contacting a bin
owner to rectify problems has proven to be virtually impossible, which
given the nature of their reputation for misleading the public, not
surprising. Accountability isnil.  While the NYC Department of
Sanitation does follow up on complaints, they need the tools to
expedite the process of immediate removal on public streets. Bins on
private property should also be regulated and property owners held

accountable. These bins are accidents waiting to happen.

Intro 409 will go a long way in remedying the hazardous conditions
and blight on the neighborhood caused by clothing bins. We support
Intro 409 and look forward to its implementation in the near future.

Thank you for your consideration.

www.centralastoria.org
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New York City Council - Committee on Sanitation and Solid Waste Management
250 Broadway
New York, NY 10007

Re: Int. 0409-2014 / Publicly Accessible Collection Bins
Dear Chair Reynosc and Commitiee Members:

On behalf of the Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Partnership, | am offering written testimony regarding Int.
0409-2014, a local law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to
regulating publicly accessible collection bins. The Partnership strongly supports this proposed
legislation and we encourage the Council to pass it as written.

Collection bins do not belong on public sidewalks. They are unsightly, block access, and attract trash
and graffiti. In fact, itis currently illegal to place bins on sidewalks. Int. 0409-2014 would close the 30-
day grace period loophole that currently exists and give the Sanitation Department the authority to
remove illegally placed bins immediately. As you know, the Sanitation Department supports this
legislation because it will allow them to be more effective. | believe that, once implemented, this
legislation will make illegally-placed collection bins a thing of the past in New York City.

To this day, we see these illegal bins all over Brooklyn. Last year, a flurry of bins were illegally placed
on sidewalks in our own district. One was even placed in a crosswalk. We utilized the currently-
available channels, and it took several weeks before they were removed (or, more likely, moved to
another area). A bin illegally placed on the sidewalk should be removed immediately, and this
legislation will ensure that takes place.

| hope that the Council agrees with this position and passes Int. 0409-2014 without delay.

Sincerely,
/ &z
Wik Hi e —
i
Meredith Phillips Almeida, Executive Director

Cc: Council Member Laurie Cumbo, 35 District

About the Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Partnership

The Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Partnership works to restore the “Main Street” of the Fort Greene and Clinton Hill to a bustling,
economically vital, neighborhood commercial corridor that provides entrepreneurial, cultural, recreational, and employment
opportunities for all those who live, work, study or visit the area. The Partnership provides programs in commercial
revitalization, business attraction & retention, facade improvement, historic preservation, arts & culture, marketing, local
tourism initiatives, small business technical assistance, environmental stewardship, community food security, and urban
planning and advocacy for the neighborhood and its small businesses. The Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Business Improvement
District [BID) provides supplementary sanitation, graffiti removal, marketing, and beautification services. These programs aim
to attract shoppers and new businesses to Myrtle Avenue, to spur local job development, to improve the built erwironment
and the infrastructure along the avenue, to protect and maintain historic properties, and to improve overall quality of life for
the neighborhood's shoppers, merchants, and residents.

Myrtle Avenue Brooklyn Partnership
472 Myrtle Avenue, 2+ Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11205
t: 718.230.1689 | f: 718.230.3674 | e: info@myrtleavenue.org
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Testimony

Before the New York City Council - September 19, 2014
Re: Int. 0409-2014 “Regulating publicly accessible collection bins”

Phillip Kellogg, Executive Director

Fulton Area Business (FAB) Alliance-

Business Improvement District

Fulton Street in Fort Greene and Clinton Hill, Brooklyn, NY

Thank you for the opportunity to address the issue of these clothing collection bins that are
dropped on our sidewalks and streets on a regular basis, creating a mess that is contrary to our
goal as a BID to create a clean, safe environment in the districts we represent.

A small business owner who leaves some trash on the sidewalk gets a summons and a fine that
very morning. Small businesses don't get a 30-day wait period io clean their sidewalk. And, they
can't move debyris around the corner to get another 30-day wait period either.

Our small businesses aren't allowed to just use the public’s sidewalk any way they want without
securing permits from a variety of NYC Agencies. A simple bench or planter in the wrong place
can get them a summons and a fine.

These bins are unsightly, create garbage when they overflow, and block passage on our
sidewalks. It's unlawful, illegal dumping. If it was a refrigerator dumped on the sidewalk (which is
about the size of these bins), we wouldn’t wait 30-days to remove it. And if we witnessed the
person doing the illegal dumping, the 311 operator would encourage us fo call 911.

FAB supports this legislation to regulate the collection bins. These bins are a scar aleng the
commercial corridor where small business owners are working so hard to make a living, create
jobs and enhance their community.

Thank you for your time.

Phillip Kellogg
FAB Alliance.

Fulton Area Business (FAB) Alliance Business Improvement District, Brooklyn, NY
pkellogg@faballiance.org | 718-928-3322 { 896-900 FULTON STREET, BROOKLYN, NY 11238
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09/18/2014
To Whom it May Concern,

Good morning Chairman Reynoso, Speaker Viverito and members of the
committee. RAJE has partnered with SpinGreen on reducing our landfill
waste by recycling old clothing. SprinGreen has been a tremendous partner
@and made recycling very simple: we put unwanted clothing into the bin
provided by SprinGreen and when the bin is full they come by and pick up
the clothing. The partnership has been a win win: RAJE receives a portion of
the proceeds of the recyclables to put toward our charity efforts and the city
increases it's recycling, saving money and reducing landfill burdens.

We fully support the strengthening of the collection bin industry and
appreciate the Council’s efforts to protect legitimate vendors in the industry.
We respectfully request that the Council goes even further in the effort to
regulate the industry by implementing the nine regulations proposed by
Spingreen. These further, more stringent regulations will make sure the
industry is not overrun by fraudulent and fake operators and will protect
industry players who are legitimate.

[Thank you for the opportunity to submit this testimony. We look forward to
working with the Council to strengthening the rules and regulations in this
industry and welcome any questions you might have.

Esther Lamm
Director of Developmet
917-767-3570
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Int. 0409-2014 A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of

FIFTH AVENLE New York, in relation to regulating publicly accessible collection bins.

PARKSLOFE September 19, 2014

Good morning. My name is Mark Caserta. I am the Executive Director of the Park Slope Fifth
Avenue BID in Brooklyn.

I'am here to support Int-409 and to ask you to pass it swiftly. As Executive Director of the BID, I
have watched as bins have popped up along the avenue, without permission of the adjacent
property owner or the City of New York and without any regard for the cleanliness or safety of
the surrounding area.

I hadn't really paid attention to this issue until last year, when a bin suddenly appeared on the
sidewalk at 17" Street and Fifth Avenue, next to 623a. The owner of the building called me to
ask for help and I was surprised to learn that the Sanitation Department was required to give the
bin owner 30 days to remove it before it was confiscated. How could this be? Then, I was
surprised to learn that the previously tagged bin was taken away by the owner and replaced by a
new, untagged bin, just days before the Sanitation Department's 30 days had expired. The clock,
in effect, had been reset. This happened on at least two occasions over the spring and summer of
2014. In addition, recently the clothing bin company took it a step further and anchored the bin at
623a to the sidewalk. They drilled two, one inch holes in the sidewalk and anchored the bin with
steel rods. When they finally reclaimed the bin, they cut the steel bars from the bin and removed
it; leaving the cut steel bars sticking out of the ground for someone to trip on.

Let's face it: the owners of these bins are playing games with the City's law. The bins are placed
without the permission of the City or property owners and they are magnets for graffiti and
illegal dumping. It's time to change the law and give the Sanitation Department the enforcement
rules it needs to rid our sidewalks of these eyesores. We support the proposed changes to the law
and thank Mayor de Blasio, City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, the Department of
Sanitation and the current sponsors of this bill for for their leadership on this issue.

Thank you.



September 19, 2014

Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito
Sanitation Committee Chair Council Member Antonio Reynoso

Re: Testimony in support of Int. No. 409, Local Law to amend the administrative
code of the City of New York in relation to regulating publicly accessible collection
bins '

On behalf of the Grand Street Business Improvement District, I would like to thank
Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, Mayor Bill de Blasio, our own Councilman
Antonio Reynoso, who is chair of the Sanitation Committee, New York City
Department of Sanitation and the rest of the City Councilmembers for sponsoring
this law, which would regulate publicly accessible collection bins and allow for their
timely removal. This letter is to support the regulation as recommended.

Throughout the past couple of years there has been a proliferation of clothing
collection bins in the name of charity. As we all know and have seen, these bins
obstruct the sidewalk, collect graffiti tags as well as debris from clothes, and may
harbor health and other threats. We had one in our BID a year ago, which was
removed. Nevertheless, we see them all around in our community, as it has been
difficult to contact the owners and remove these bins with the current legislation.

As an economic development organization whose mission is to improve the Grand
Street commercial corridor and the quality of life for the community, once again, we
support this pragmatic legislation and greatly appreciate your efforts in drafting it.

Sincerely,

%ﬂ/ﬂ’\ U

Artineh Havan _
Executive Director

246 Graham Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11206, www.grandstbklyn.com, 718.218.8836 telephone,718.218.8834
facsimile, info@grandstbklyn.com, ahavan@grandstbklyn.com



